
 

       Clinical Case Reports: Open Access 

Clinical Image | Vol 6 Iss 4 

ISSN: 2582-5038 

https://dx.doi.org/10.46527/2582-5038.272                              

 

 
Citation: Marzouk SB, Ferjaoui W*, Jelassi A, et al. Mucinous Cystadenoma of the Tail of the Pancreas Complicated by Superinfection. Clin 

Case Rep Open Access. 2023;6(4):272. 

©2023 Yumed Text. 1 

 
 
 

Mucinous Cystadenoma of the Tail of the Pancreas Complicated by 

Superinfection 

 

Sawssen Ben Marzouk1, Wael Ferjaoui1*, Adel Jelassi1, Nizar Cherni2, Mohamed Hedi Mannai1 and 

Mohamed Bechir Khalifa1 

 

1Department of General Surgery, Military University Hospital, Faculty of Medicine of Tunis, University of Tunis El Manar, 

Tunisia 

2Department of Urology, Military University Hospital, Faculty of Medicine of Tunis, University of Tunis El Manar, Tunisia 

 

*Corresponding author: Wael Ferjaoui, Department of General Surgery, Military University Hospital, Faculty of Medicine 

of Tunis, University of Tunis El Manar, Tunisia, Tel: +216 52430099; E-mail: farjaouiwael4@gmail.com  

 

Received: September 20, 2023; Accepted: September 29, 2023; Published: October 07, 2023 

 

1. Introduction 

Cystic lesions of the pancreas include several entities, the most frequent of which are: serous cystadenomas, mucinous 

cystadenomas, intra papillary and mucinous tumors, pseudo papillary tumors. Cystadenomas Mucinous cystic tumors represent 

10% of cystic lesions of the pancreas [1]. The usual age of onset is between 40 and 60 years, it is more common in women, the 

most common location is the body and tail of the pancreas, these cystic tumors are asymptomatic in most cases and of incidental 

discovery during an ultrasound or MRI abdominal performed for another reason [2]. The management varies according to the 

nature of the cystic lesion and can range from simple surveillance to surgical resection. Mucinous cysts are benign tumors with 

a good prognosis and a potential for degeneration [3]. We report the case of a mucinous cyst of the pancreas complicated by 

superinfection following a biopsy for diagnostic purposes operated on in our department [4].  

 

2. Observation 

A 58-year-old woman with non-alcoholic diabetes consulted for diffuse abdominal pain evolving for 3 years. The abdomen is 

soft and depressible to palpation with a hard and painful epigastric mass of 10 cm long axis. The abdominal CT scan shows a 

multi loculated cystic mass of the corporal-caudal pancreas of 8*8 cm with thin wall, multiple partitions and calcification in 

close relationship with the splenic artery and vein and signs of segmental hypertension.  
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FIG. 1. Magnetic resonance imaging shows a multi loculated cystic mass of the corporo-caudal pancreas of 8*9 cm. 

 

Magnetic resonance imaging shows a multi loculated cystic mass of the corporo-caudal pancreas of 8*9 cm with a thin wall 

and multiple fine partitions with fine parietal calcification, this mass represents a close vascular relationship with the splenic 

vein and artery (FIG.1). 

 

Additional cystic biopsy with cystic fluid tumor marker assay was done to further support the diagnosis. The CEA level at 

27500 ng/ml and CA 19-9 at 47838 U/ml came back high which is in favor of a mucinous cystadenoma. 

 

At D03 the biopsy was complicated by superinfection of the pancreatic mass revealed by abdominal pain, vomiting and fever, 

justifying the use of antibiotics with a good clinical and biological evolution. One month later, the patient was operated, the 

intraoperative exploration showed a cystic lesion of the tail and the body of the pancreas of 9 cm in diameter adherent to the 

gastric antrum and the root of the transverse mesocolon and whose dissection is difficult and dangerous. The cystic puncture 

returned frank pus. In view of these findings, a biopsy of the cystic wall was performed, and the decision was made to take the 

patient back after regression of the inflammatory phenomena. A bi-sub-costal laparotomy revealed a cystic mass of the tail of 

the pancreas with a major axis of 11 cm intimately adherent to the splenic artery. The operation consisted of a cystic excision 

with splenectomy given the invasion of the splenic vessels (FIG. 2). 

 

 

Figure 2. The cystadenoma is excised in its entirety 
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The anatomopathological study of the surgical specimen concluded to a mucinous cystadenoma of the pancreas in low grade 

dysplasia. The postoperative course was simple. A two-year follow-up did not show any locoregional recurrence. 
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